
HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
 
 MINUTES of the meeting of the TREE PRESERVATION ORDER 

SUB-GROUP held in Room CVSO 1b, Civic Suite, Pathfinder House, 
St. Mary's Street, Huntingdon, Cambs, PE29 3TN on Thursday, 15 
July 2010 

   
 PRESENT: Councillors P G Mitchell, C J Stephens and 

G S E Thorpe. 
   
 APOLOGY: An apology for absence from the meeting 

was submitted on behalf of Councillor 
P K Ursell. 

   
 IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor J T Bell 

Mrs S Gill 
   
    
 
 
1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN   

 
 RESOLVED 

 
 that Councillor P G Mitchell be elected as Chairman of the 

Sub-Group for the remainder of the Municipal Year. 
 
 Councillor P G Mitchell in the Chair. 
 

2. MINUTES   
 

 The Minutes of the meeting of the Sub-Group held on 23rd November 
2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

3. APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN   
 

 RESOLVED 
 
 that a Vice-Chairman of the Sub-Group be appointed as and 

when necessary to do so. 
 

4. MEMBERS' INTERESTS   
 

 No declarations were received. 
 

5. TERMS OF REFERENCE AND METHOD OF APPROACH   
 

 Having been reminded of their terms of reference and method of 
operation (a copy of which is appended in the Minute Book) Members 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that the terms of reference and method of operation for the 

Sub-Group be noted. 
 



6. OBJECTION TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER L/TPO/274 - 12 
SCOTTS CRESCENT, HILTON   

 
 (Mrs S Gill, objector, addressed the meeting). 

 
A report by the Planning Service Manager (Policy) was submitted (a 
copy of which is appended in the Minute Book) regarding an objection 
received to a Tree Preservation Order which had been made to 
protect a Birch to the front of a property at 12 Scotts Crescent, Hilton.  
It was noted that the tree had been planted as part of a landscaping 
scheme when the house, located within the Hilton Conservation Area, 
had first been built. 
 
The Sub-Group were advised that the order had been served to 
prevent a 45% reduction to the tree when it was the view of the 
Arboricultural Officer that crown thinning by no more than 30% would 
have been acceptable.  It was explained that if a local planning 
authority had objections to work proposed to a tree, it was required to 
make a TPO on the grounds of amenity.  Despite the TPO being in 
place, any application for works to a tree would receive a response 
within 8 weeks.  It was confirmed that some crown thinning 
(approximately 30%) had subsequently been undertaken, that the 
overall shape of the tree had been maintained and that it presented 
no danger structurally or otherwise to the property. 
 
Therefore, having regard to the representations made by the owner of 
the property and to comments made by the Arboricultural Officer and 
given some suggestion that there had been a breakdown in 
communications between the two parties, the Panel  
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/274 related to 12 Scotts 

Cresent, Hilton be confirmed. 
 

7. OBJECTION TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER L/TPO/275 - THE 
RECTORY, RECTORY LANE, ABBOTS RIPTON   

 
 (Councillor J T Bell, Ward Councillor, addressed the meeting). 

 
By way of a report by the Planning Service Manager (Policy) (a copy 
of which is appended in the Minute Book), the Sub-Group was 
advised of an objection received to a Tree Preservation Order which 
had been served to protect a number of specimen trees and a belt of 
Elm and Ash trees in the garden of an unoccupied rectory in Rectory 
Lane, Abbots Ripton, Huntingdon.  A copy of a letter received from 
the office of the Diocese of Ely was circulated to Members at the 
meeting (a copy of which is appended in the Minute Book). 
 
It was explained that the site had been the subject of a number of 
enquiries regarding potential residential development and an outline 
planning application which had been refused.   
 
As background, Members were advised that the local planning 
authority had received notice of an intention to fell a number of trees 
on the site which, it was believed, were causing settlement damage to 
the foundations of the property.  It was the view of the Arboricultural 



Officer that insufficient evidence had been submitted to demonstrate 
that the trees were responsible for the structural damage and 
therefore a TPO was made to protect the trees on the site.   
 
Whilst not of great value individually, the Sub-Group endorsed the 
view of the Arboricultural Officer that the trees made a positive 
contribution to the setting of the nearby church and immediate area 
and therefore, they 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/275 relating to the 

Rectory, Rectory Lane, Abbots Ripton be confirmed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Chairman 
 
 


